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Regional Housing Needs Assessment Plan 

Introduction 
California housing element law requires that the San Diego Association of Governments (SANDAG) adopt a Regional 

Housing Needs Assessment (RHNA) Plan prior to the due date for each housing element cycle. The RHNA Plan was 

prepared in conjunction with the 2050 Regional Transportation Plan and its Sustainable Communities Strategy 

(2050 RTP/SCS) for the fifth housing element cycle to improve the connection between planning for transportation, 

land use, and housing and to help meet the region’s greenhouse gas emissions reduction targets set by the California 

Air Resources Board as required by Senate Bill 375 (SB 375).  

The next RHNA Plan (for the sixth housing element cycle) will be undertaken in conjunction with the 2019 update of 

San Diego Forward: The Regional Plan (the RTP and SCS for the San Diego region) per SB 375, which requires local 

jurisdiction housing elements to be updated every eight years (or every four years in the case of some local 

jurisdictions). The RHNA Plan will be updated every other RTP/SCS cycle, which occurs every four years by federal and 

state laws. 

The allocation of, and planning for, the region’s future housing needs through the RHNA Plan assists the region in 

meeting its housing needs in all four income categories (very low, low, moderate, and above moderate), meeting its 

greenhouse gas emissions targets, addressing its transportation needs, and helping reduce vehicle miles travelled.This 

appendix includes the Regional Housing Needs Assessment Plan: Fifth Housing Element Cycle Planning for Housing in 

the San Diego Region 2010-2020. As required by SB 375, this plan identifies areas within the region sufficient to 

house all the population in the region, including all economic segments of the population during the plan (RHNA 

Plan, page 13).  
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Key Dates for Regional Housing Needs Assessment (RHNA) 
Fifth Housing Element Update 

February 2010 SANDAG Board of Directors accepts 2050 Regional Growth Forecast for planning purposes 

for use in preparing the Draft 2050 Regional Transportation Plan (2050 RTP), its Sustainable 

Communities Strategy (SCS), and RHNA 

January 1, 2010 Eleven-year RHNA projection period for fifth housing element cycle starts (January 1, 2010 – 

December 31, 2020)

June 1, 2010 Joint meeting between the Regional Planning Technical Working Group (TWG) and Regional 

Housing Working Group (RHWG) to kick off RHNA methodology discussion: RHNA 

background, schedule, and principles

June 2010 –  
April 2011 TWG/RHWG develop RHNA allocation methodology

July 9, 2010 SANDAG Board holds policy meeting to discuss RHNA  

July 23, 2010 SANDAG provides California Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD) 

and Caltrans date of expected adoption of 2050 RTP in writing as required by Senate Bill 575 

(Steinberg, 2009) 

November 2010 HCD provides SANDAG with regional housing needs determination for eleven-year RHNA 

projection period: January 1, 2010 – December 31, 2020

April 2011 RHNA allocation options forwarded by TWG and RHWG to Regional Planning Committee 

May 2011 Regional Planning Committee makes recommendation on Draft RHNA methodology and 

allocation to SANDAG Board; Board accepts Draft RHNA methodology and allocation for 

60-day public review 

June 2011 Public workshops held in conjunction with 2050 RTP and its SCS 

July/September 2011 RHNA Plan to TWG/RHWG, and Board of Directors 

October 28, 2011 Final 2050 RTP, its SCS, and RHNA adopted by SANDAG Board 

April 27, 2013 Due date for eight-year January 1, 2013 – December 31, 2020, housing elements (due within 

18 months after RTP is adopted)*

  
*Housing elements are due every four years for: 

1. Jurisdictions that did not adopt their fourth housing element revisions by January 1, 2009, and did not adopt the 
fourth revision by March 31, 2010, and complete any rezoning contained in the housing element program by 
June 30, 2010; and 

2. Jurisdictions that do not adopt their housing element within 120 days from next housing element due date. 

Appendix C



RHNA PLAN : Fifth Housing Element Cycle Planning for Housing in the San Diego Region  2010 - 202038




















































	Appendix L - Regional Housing Needs Assessment Plan
	Introduction
	Regional Housing Needs Assessment Plan


