
San Diego Region Conformity Working Group 

Wednesday, May 5, 2021 
10:30 a.m. 

**Teleconference Meeting** 

MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT AMIDST COVID-19 PANDEMIC: 

The San Diego Region Conformity Working Group meeting scheduled for Wednesday, May 5, 2021, will 
be conducted virtually in accordance with Governor Newsom’s State of Emergency declaration regarding 
the COVID-19 outbreak, Executive Order N-29-20, and the Guidance for Gatherings issued by the 
California Department of Public Health. Working Group members will primarily participate in the meeting 
virtually, while practicing social distancing, from individual remote locations.  

Please click the following link to join the meeting: https://zoom.us/j/98016878813 

Or iPhone one-tap: US: +16699006833, 98016878813# or +13462487799, 98016878813# 

Or Telephone: Dial (for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location): 

US: +1 669 900 6833 or +1 346 248 7799 or +1 253 215 8782 or +1 312 626 6799 or +1 929 205 
6099 or +1 301 715 8592 

Webinar ID: 980 1687 8813 

International numbers available: https://zoom.us/u/adUXOEXZmH 

SANDAG is relying on commercial technology to broadcast the meeting via Zoom. With the recent increase 
of virtual meetings, platforms such as Microsoft Teams, WebEx, GoToMeeting, and Zoom are working to 
scale their systems to meet the new demand. If we experience technical difficulty or you are unexpectedly 
disconnected from the broadcast, please close and reopen your browser and click the link to rejoin the 
meeting. SANDAG staff will take all possible measures to ensure a publicly accessible experience. 

Public Comments: Persons who wish to address the members on an item to be considered at this 
meeting, or on non-agendized issues, may email comments to the Clerk at clerkoftheboard@sandag.org 
(please reference “May 5, CWG Meeting” in your subject line and identify the item number(s) to which 
your comments pertain). Comments received by 4 p.m. on Tuesday, May 4, will be provided to members 
prior to the meeting.  

If you desire to provide live verbal comment during the meeting, please join the Zoom meeting by 
computer or phone and use the “Raise Hand” function to request to provide public comment. On a 
computer, the “Raise Hand” feature is on the Zoom toolbar. By phone, enter *9 to “Raise Hand” and *6 
to unmute. Requests to provide live public comment must be made at the beginning of the relevant item, 
and no later than the end of any staff presentation on the item. The Clerk will call on members of the 
public who have timely requested to provide comment by name for those joining via a computer and by 
the last three digits of for those joining via telephone. All comments received prior to the close of the 
meeting will be made part of the meeting record. Please note that any available chat feature on the Zoom 
meeting platform should be used by panelists and attendees solely for procedural or other 
“housekeeping” matters as comments provided via the chat feature will not be retained as part of the 
meeting record. All comments to be provided for the record must be made via email or orally per the 
instructions above. 

https://zoom.us/j/98016878813
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fzoom.us%2Fu%2FadUXOEXZmH&data=04%7C01%7CJulianna.Martinez%40sandag.org%7Cdc165c08ec094cd205e308d8f9174e6a%7C2bbb5689d9d5406b8d02cf1002b473e7%7C0%7C0%7C637533225799541181%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=xcuXj9IIDiVJ0Hq5%2FH1yAfykVBtanorWhHYHHawgq8Q%3D&reserved=0
mailto:clerkoftheboard@sandag.org


Welcome to SANDAG. Members of the public may speak to the San Diego Region Conformity Working Group on any item at 
the time the Working Group is considering the item. Public speakers are limited to three minutes or less per person. The 
Working Group may only take action on any item appearing on the agenda. 

In order to keep the public informed in an efficient manner and facilitate public participation, SANDAG also provides access to 
all agenda and meeting materials online at sandag.org/meetings. Additionally, interested persons can sign up for email 
notifications at sandag.org/subscribe. 

SANDAG operates its programs without regard to race, color, and national origin in compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights 
Act. SANDAG has developed procedures for investigating and tracking Title VI complaints, and the procedures for filing a 
complaint are available to the public upon request. Questions concerning SANDAG nondiscrimination obligations or complaint 
procedures should be directed to the SANDAG General Counsel, John Kirk, at (619) 699-1997 or john.kirk@sandag.org. Any 
person who believes himself or herself or any specific class of persons to be subjected to discrimination prohibited by Title VI 
also may file a written complaint with the Federal Transit Administration. 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), SANDAG will accommodate persons who require assistance in 
order to participate in SANDAG meetings. If such assistance is required, please contact the Clerk of the Board at 
ClerkoftheBoard@sandag.org or at (619) 699-1985, at least 72 hours in advance of the meeting. To request this document or 
related reports in an alternative format, please call (619) 699-1900 or (619) 699-1904 (TTY), or fax (619) 699-1905 at least 
72 hours in advance of the meeting. 

SANDAG agenda materials can be made available in alternative languages. To make a request, call (619) 699-1900 in advance 
of the meeting. 

Los materiales de la agenda de SANDAG están disponibles en otros idiomas. Para hacer una solicitud, llame al (619) 699-1900. 

如有需要, 我们可以把SANDAG议程材料翻译成其他語言. 

请在会议前至少 72 小时打电话 (619) 699-1900 提出请求. 

 Closed Captioning is available 72 business hours in advance. 

Mission Statement 

The 18 cities and county government are SANDAG serving as the forum for regional decision-making. SANDAG builds 
consensus; makes strategic plans; obtains and allocates resources; plans, engineers, and builds public transit; and provides 
information on a broad range of topics pertinent to the region’s quality of life. 

Our Commitment to Equity 

We hold ourselves accountable to the communities we serve. We acknowledge we have much to learn and much to change; 
and we firmly uphold equity and inclusion for every person in the San Diego region. This includes historically underserved, 
systemically marginalized groups impacted by actions and inactions at all levels of our government and society. 

We have an obligation to eliminate disparities and ensure that safe, healthy, accessible, and inclusive opportunities are 
available to everyone. In 2021, SANDAG will develop an equity action plan that will inform how we plan, prioritize, fund, and 
build projects and programs; frame how we work with our communities; define how we recruit and develop our employees; 
guide our efforts to conduct unbiased research and interpret data; and set expectations for companies and stakeholders that 
work with us. 

We are committed to creating a San Diego region where every person who visits, works, and lives can thrive. 

San Diego Association of Governments | 401 B Street, Suite 800, San Diego, CA 92101-4231 
(619) 699-1900 | Fax (619) 699-1905 | sandag.org
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San Diego Region Conformity Working Group
Wednesday, May 5, 2021 

Item No. Recommendation 

1. Welcome and Introductions

+2. Meeting Minutes Information 

The San Diego Region Conformity Working Group (CWG) is asked to review
the minutes from its April 7, 2021, meeting.

3. Public Comments/Communications Discussion 

Members of the public shall have the opportunity to address the
Working Group on any issue within the jurisdiction of the Working Group that
is not on this agenda.

Reports 

4. San Diego Forward: The 2021 Regional Plan Discussion 

Interagency consultation of the 2021 Regional Plan will continue with a
discussion of the Preliminary Draft Air Quality Planning and Transportation
Conformity documentation. Comments on the conformity documentation are
requested by May 7, 2021, the end of the 30-day comment period.

5. 2020 Ozone State Implementation Plan Update

Nick Cormier, San Diego County Air Pollution Control District

Information 

San Diego County is designated as a non-attainment area for the federal 2008
and 2015 ozone standards, requiring the development of a revised State
Implementation Plan. The San Diego County Air Pollution Control District
prepared the 2020 Plan for Attaining the National Ambient Air Quality
Standards for Ozone in San Diego County demonstrating attainment of both
standards by mandated Clean Air Act deadlines. On April 8, 2021, U.S. EPA
published the proposed rule in the federal register for the voluntary non-
attainment designation reclassification to severe for both the 2008 and 2015
ozone standards. An update and next steps will be provided.

6. EMFAC2021 Update

Nesamani Kalandiyur, California Air Resources Board

Information 

The California Air Resources Board will provide an update on the status of
EMFAC2021.

7. Upcoming Meeting Information 

The next meeting of the CWG is scheduled for June 2, 2021, at 10:30 a.m.

8. Adjournment

+ next to an agenda item indicates an attachment
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San Diego Region Conformity Working Group 

Item: 2 
May 5, 2021 Action: Information 

April 7, 2021, Meeting Minutes 

Sam Sanford (San Diego Association of Governments [SANDAG]), called the meeting of the San Diego 
Conformity Working Group (CWG) to order at 10:33 a.m. 

1. Introductions

2. Public Comments/Communications/Member Comments

Sam Sanford announced that the 2021 Regional Transportation Improvement Program Amendment No. 1 
exempt project list was out for comment to the CWG following conformity consultation procedures. 
Comments are requested by April 9, 2021.  

Sam Sanford also thanked Caltrans staff for convening the annual statewide CWG in February 2021. 

Reports 

3. Meeting Minutes (Information)

Sam Sanford asked the CWG to review the minutes from its January 6, 2021, meeting. No comments or 
corrections were made.  

4. San Diego Forward: The 2021 Regional Plan (Discussion)

A. Update: Revenue Constrained Financial Assumptions

Susan Huntington (SANDAG) reviewed the revenue assumptions and updates for the San Diego
Forward: The 2021 Regional Plan (2021 Regional Plan). Local, state, and federal sources are included
and listed as either existing or new revenue sources. Existing revenues include assumptions on the
continuation of funding sources and are expected to grow at reasonable rates over time. New
revenue sources include those that were contained in the 2015 Regional Plan; assumptions for these
sources have been updated for the 2021 Regional Plan.

B. Update: 2050 Regional Growth Forecast, Sustainable Community Strategies Land Use Pattern

Rachel Cortes (SANDAG) provided an update on the development and assumptions included in the
Regional Growth Forecast, Sustainable Community Strategies (SCS) Land Use Pattern. This included
developing housing capacity. SCS Land Use Pattern concentrates future growth in the proposed
Regional Mobility Hub network in the 2021 Regional Plan.

C. Preliminary Draft Air Quality Planning and Transportation Conformity documentation, including draft
project tables and exempt projects

Sam Sanford reviewed the Preliminary Draft Air Quality Planning and Transportation Conformity
document and provided an overview of the document’s structure and contents including conformity
demonstration for the 2016 and 2020 State Implementation Plan (SIP), air quality budgets, analysis
years, modelled emissions, exempt projects, and project tables.
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5. 2020 Ozone State Implementation Plan Update (Information)

Nick Cormier (San Diego Air Pollution Control District), and John Kelly (U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
[U.S. EPA]) provided updates on the approval process for the 2020 SIP.  The 2020 SIP was submitted to U.S. 
EPA on January 8, 2021. U.S. EPA is moving forward on the voluntary reclassification request for the San 
Diego Region for the 2008 and 2015 ozone standards. The effective date for the reclassification is expected 
prior to July 20, 2021. U.S. EPA is expected to review the 2020 SIP budgets to determine adequacy for 
transportation conformity purposes. California Air Recourses Board will continue to coordinate on the 
withdrawn of the 2016 SIP after the 2020 SIP budgets are found adequate.  

6. EMFAC 2021 Update.

Nesamani Kalandiyur (California Air Resources Board [CARB]) provided an update on the development and 
approval process for EMFAC 2021. The model has been released for public use; however, it has not been 
approved for conformity purposes. The new model reflects new regulations such as advanced clean trucks 
and low NOx standards. Current work is on the technical documentation; CARB expects to submit the model 
to U.S. EPA in the coming months.  

7. Upcoming Meetings

The next CWG meeting is scheduled for May 5, 2021, at 10:30 a.m.  

8. Adjournment

Sam Sanford adjourned meeting at 11:37 a.m. 



Meeting Start Time: 10:33 a.m. 
Meeting Adjourned Time: 11:37 a.m. 
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Confirmed Attendance at SANDAG San Diego Region Conformity Working 
Group Meeting 

April 7, 2021 

Jurisdiction Name Attended Comments 

California Air Resources Board  Kevin Hendrawan  Yes  

Nesamani Kalandiyur Yes  

Stephanie Parent Yes  

Caltrans  Lexie Arellano  Yes  

Jacqueline Kahrs Yes  

Lucas Sanchez Yes  

 Rodney Tavitas   

Caltrans District 11  Maurice Eaton Yes  

Diane Vermeulen Yes  

Federal Highway Administration Joseph Vaughn Yes  

   

Federal Transit Administration    

   

U.S. EPA John Kelly Yes  

    

San Diego County Air Pollution Control 
District 

Nick Cormier Yes  

    

Other Attendees 

    

SANDAG Staff 

Sue Alpert  Yes  

Elisa Arias   Yes  

Zaccary Bradt   Yes  

Rachel Cortes  Yes  

Susan Huntington  Yes  

Phil Trom  Yes  

Richard Radcliff  Yes  

Kendall Reynolds  Yes  

Sam Sanford  Yes  
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